FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

after a long and undisputed dominion of the seas, suddenly
realized. What excited the Italians more than the entry of the
royal troops into Addis Ababa was the sight of the British fleet
hastily leaving Malta for a safer harbour.

But if the conquest of Abyssinia was a complete success for the
policy of prestige on which the very existence of the totalitarian
regimes depends, the new Empire in itself was very far from being
the paradise described by official propaganda when Italy was
being prepared for war.  The photographs of Ethiopian cotton
plantations dazzled the eyes of a population accustomed, through
the  extravagances  and  catastrophes  of Fascist  economy,   to
nourish themselves on dreams of grandeur rather than bread. In
practice, colonization met with tremendous obstacles.  While at
the beginning of 1937, when there was still enthusiasm for the new
"place in the sun" which Mussolini's determination and ability
had won for Italy, the number of Italian workmen in Abyssinia
rose rapidly to 115,000, only a year later it had fallen to 36,000.
In the meantime all that the colonists succeeded in doing was to
disorganize agricultural production. An attempt to industrialize
the country, in order to give the impression of Italian initiative
and energy, meant that thousands of natives, attracted by the
higher wages which were being paid in the new undertakings,
were lured away from the fields. The failure of the attempts to
substitute the lira for the thaler further complicated a situation
whose real difficulty lay in the fact that, as was even admitted in
Italy, "military must be in attendance on every convoy." The
eight million bayonets on which the Duce, in his Milan speech of
Autumn, 1936, offered an olive branch to the world, were no
doubt very useful to impress those who so effectively furthered
totalitarian strategy by their own professions of fear; but they
could not make a success of a colonization which was carried on in
an entirely hostile medium, and which for many years to come will
not produce enough to free Italy from complete dependence on
foreign countries for her oil, cotton, coal and other important raw
materials. Abyssinia could not content her.  Abyssinia was the
starting point for her expansionist policy, and not the winning-
post. Fascist Italy, with her gaze turned towards the European
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